
Wind & Fire - Oct 25th - The Presence of the Holy Spirit - Troy Knight 
Key Scriptures:  
John 14:15-17 
1 John 2:1 
Acts 2:1-4 
John 14:23-26 

Start reading 
John 14:15-17 
“If you love me, obey 
my commandments. 
And I will ask the 
Father, and he will give 
you another Advocate, 
who will never leave 
you. He is the Holy 
Spirit, who leads into all 
truth. The world cannot 
receive him, because it 
isn’t looking for him and 
doesn’t recognize him. 
But you know him, 
because he lives with 
you now and later will 
be in you. 
1 John 2:1 
My dear children, I am 
writing this to you so 
that you will not sin. But 
if anyone does sin, we 
have an advocate who 
pleads our case before 
the Father. He is Jesus 
Christ, the one who is 
truly righteous. 
Acts 2:1-4 
On the day of 
Pentecost all the 
believers were meeting 
together in one place. 
Suddenly, there was a 
sound from heaven like 
the roaring of a mighty 
windstorm, and it filled 
the house where they 
were sitting. Then, what 
looked like flames or 
tongues of fire 
appeared and settled 
on each of them. And 
everyone present was 
filled with the Holy Spirit 
and began speaking in 
other languages, as the 
Holy Spirit gave them 
this ability. 

Start talking. Find a conversation starter for your group.

• Who’s been the biggest advocate and support system in your life? 

Start thinking. Ask a question to get your group thinking. 
• If your Bible has section headings, take a second to read the headings of 

John chapters 13-17. What was Jesus preparing his disciples for? Why 
did he spend so much time teaching them about the Holy Spirit? 

• Discuss Jesus’ statement, “If you love me, you’ll obey my commands.” 
• Discuss the etymology of the word paraclete. What do the 2 parts to the 

word mean? Why is that important? 
• The Holy Spirit has always been at work in the world.  But Jesus 

prophesied in v.17 that his presence in our lives would change after 
Jesus left the earth. How did it change? 

Start sharing. Choose a question to create openness.

• How have you experienced the Holy Spirit as your comforter or 

counselor or advocate? 
• Where do you need the Holy Spirit’s comfort and counsel the most in 

your life? 
• How have you felt the prompting and conviction of the Holy Spirit in your 

life? Describe how you recognize that conviction. 
• What do you need to ask the Holy Spirit for today? Comfort, counsel, 

forgiveness? 
• Has learning about the different functions of the Holy Spirit changed your 

understanding of who He is? How could what you have learned change 
the way you act and react to your circumstances?  

Start doing. Commit to a step and live it out this week.

• Troy shared stories about some of the GC Staff members and how the 

Holy Spirit gave them boldness, brought conviction, or revelation. 
Commit to journaling how the Holy Spirit has moved at some point in 
your life and be ready to share this with someone if the occasion arises.  

Start praying. Be bold and pray with power.


• Holy Spirit thank you for the role You play in our lives. Thank you that 
You come along side us and comfort us. Help us to follow You as You 
lead us to speak in boldness. Continue to convict us when we go our 
own way and give us revelation. - Amen 

Start digging. For further study.

• Read the 2nd page and discuss it. 



Question: "What does it mean that the Holy Spirit is our Paraclete?" 

Answer: After Jesus announced to His disciples that He would be leaving them soon, He then gave 
them a statement of great encouragement: “And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another 
Counselor to be with you forever—the Spirit of Truth” (John 14:16–17). 

The Greek word translated “Comforter” or “Counselor” (as found in John 14:16, 26; 15:26; and 16:7) is 
parakletos. This form of the word is unquestionably passive and properly means “one called to the side 
of another”; the word carries a secondary notion concerning the purpose of the calling alongside: to 
counsel or support the one who needs it. This Counselor, or Paraclete, is God the Holy Spirit, the third 
Person of the Trinity who has been “called to our side.” He is a personal being, and He indwells every 
believer. 

During His earthly ministry, Jesus had guided, guarded, and taught His disciples; but now, in John 14—
16, He is preparing to leave them. He promises that the Spirit of God would come to the disciples and 
dwell in them, taking the place of their Master's physical presence. Jesus called the Spirit “another 
Comforter”—another of the same kind. The Spirit of God is not different from the Son of God in 
essence, for both are God. 

During the Old Testament age, the Spirit of God would come on people and then leave them. God’s 
Spirit departed from King Saul (1 Samuel 16:14; 18:12). David, when confessing his sin, asked that the 
Spirit not be taken from him (Psalm 51:11). But when the Spirit was given at Pentecost, He came to 
God’s people to remain with them forever. We may grieve the Holy Spirit, but He will not leave us. As 
Jesus said in Matthew 28:20, “Surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” How is He with 
us when He is in heaven, seated at the right hand of the Father? He is with us by His Spirit (the Helper
—the Parakletos). 

To have the Holy Spirit as our Paraclete is to have God Himself indwelling us as believers. The Spirit 
teaches us the Word and guides us into truth. He reminds us of what Jesus has taught so that we can 
depend on His Word in the difficult times of life. The Spirit works in us to give us His peace (John 
14:27), His love (John 15:9–10), and His joy (John 15:11). He comforts our hearts and minds in a 
troubled world. The power of the indwelling Paraclete gives us the ability to live by the Spirit and “not 
gratify the desires of the sinful flesh” (Galatians 5:16). The Spirit can then produce His fruit in our lives 
(Galatians 5:22–23) to the glory of God the Father. What a blessing to have the Holy Spirit in our lives 
as our Paraclete—our Comforter, our Encourager, our Counselor, and our Advocate! 
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