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Key Scripture: 
Deuteronomy 5:17 (NLT)
17 “You must not murder.

Psalms 139:13-16 (NLT)
13  You made all the delicate, inner 
parts of my body and knit me together 
in my mother’s womb. 14 Thank you 
for making me so wonderfully 
complex! Your workmanship is 
marvelous—how well I know it. 15 You 
watched me as I was being formed in 
utter seclusion, as I was woven 
together in the dark of the womb. 16 
You saw me before I was born. Every 
day of my life was recorded in your 
book. Every moment was laid out 
before a single day had passed.

Matthew 15:17-19 (NLT)
17 “Anything you eat passes through 
the stomach and then goes into the 
sewer. 18 But the words you speak 
come from the heart—that’s what 
defiles you. 19 For from the heart 
come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, 
all sexual immorality, theft, lying, and 
slander.

Start talking. Find a conversation starter for your group.
• Have you ever witnessed someone dying?  Have you ever 

witnessed someone being born?  Describe your emotions in 
both situations.

Start thinking. Ask a question to get your group thinking.
• Read Deuteronomy 5:17.  In the 6th Commandment, why is 

“thou shalt not kill” a bad translation?  Discuss the difference 
between murder and killing?  Are some forms of killing 
justified?  Is murder ever justified?

• Read Psalms 139:13-16.  According to this passage when 
does life begin?  Is there ever a time when abortion is justified?

• Read Matthew 15:17-19.  Compare Jesus statement with the 
note from 2 Gun Crowley. “Under my coat is a weary heart, but 
a kind one, one that would do nobody any harm.”  Where did 
Crowley get it wrong?  Where does murder come from?

Start sharing. Choose a question to create openness.
• 1 in 4 Christian women have had an abortion.  How can the 

church and GC in particular minister to those women who have 
had abortions and those women thinking about having one?  
What can you and your family do to protect the lives of unborn 
babies being aborted in America?

• How does recognizing the evil in our heart bring about life 
change?  How often do you need to renew this recognition?

• What does it look like in your life to be a Good Samaritan?  
What are you doing to give life to others?

Start doing. Commit to a step and live it out this week.
• This week, commit to being a Good Samaritan in at least one 

area or situation, bringing life and hope.

Start praying. Be bold and pray with power.
• God, please give us the courage to be life givers, protecting the 

unborn and other helpless people.  And equip us to be bold 
witnesses of the hope and life which can only be found in you. 
-Amen

Start digging. For further study.
• Read the 2nd page and discuss it. 



Question: "Is abortion murder?" 
Answer: The subject of abortion is perhaps one of the most highly charged issues of our day. Finding an 
honest answer to the question “is abortion murder?” takes courage for those who have performed abortions 
or have had abortions themselves. The Bible is clear about the fact that murder is wrong (Exodus 20:13). 
However, in some cases, the Bible does not forbid killing. Soldiers representing their country were expected 
to kill soldiers on the opposing side (Joshua 11:20). That is not murder. Animals were killed for food and for 
sacrifice (Exodus 24:5; Genesis 9:3–4). That is not murder either. 

Murder is defined as “the unlawful, premeditated killing of one human being by another.” Murder is unlawful 
killing—that is, killing that is done by the judgment of one human being against another, for personal (rather 
than national) reasons. The Bible condemns murder repeatedly as a characteristic of a wicked society 
(Deuteronomy 5:17; Isaiah 1:21; Hosea 4:2; Matthew 5:21). Determining whether or not abortion is murder 
involves two considerations: first, whether or not a fetus in utero is actually a human being, and, second, if a 
fetus is a child, whether or not abortion can be rightly called murder since it is legal in most countries. If 
murder is unlawful killing, it would follow that a lawful killing would not be murder. 

One reason murder is outlawed in many places is that it is unethical for one person to unilaterally decide the 
fate of another. Under the Old Testament Law, a murderer was not put to death unless there were multiple 
witnesses: “No person shall be put to death on the testimony of one witness” (Numbers 35:30). In war, 
soldiers do not decide to kill for their own purposes; rather, they kill in the national interest—if they fight for 
an honorable nation, the national interest will be to protect innocent civilians from some threat. Abortion is 
different. Abortion is killing based on a mother’s unilateral judgment and choice. Such unprovoked killing of 
the defenseless is unethical and should define abortion as murder in any society—unless the fetus is not 
human. If the fetus is just a mass of impersonal tissue or something less than human, ending its life would 
not face the same ethical challenge and would not be considered murder. 

So, is a fetus a human? Or is it something else? Biologically speaking, human life begins at conception. 
When the mother’s egg and the father’s sperm come together, they combine and create a new string of DNA 
that is personalized and totally unique. DNA is coded information, the blueprint for the new human’s growth 
and development. No more genetic material needs to be added; the zygote in the womb is as human as the 
mother in whose womb it dwells. The difference between a fetus and any one of us is one of age, location, 
and level of dependence. When a mother aborts the process of fetal development, she is destroying a 
unique life. 

The Bible clearly points to conception as the beginning of human life. Samson said, “I have been a Nazirite 
to God from my mother’s womb” (Judges 16:17). He refers to his unborn self as having already been what 
God planned him to be—a Nazirite. David says, “You formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my 
mother’s womb” (Psalm 139:13). Again, we see David referring to himself as a person in the womb. Then, 
he says, “Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book were written, every one of them, the days 
that were formed for me, when as yet there was none of them” (Psalm 139:16). David is saying that God 
had all of his days planned out for him while he was still in the womb. Again, this evidence points to 
personhood beginning at conception, rather than at the moment of birth. We see God had a similar plan for 
the life of the pre-born Jeremiah: “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set 
you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the nations” (Jeremiah 1:5). 

The Bible considers a fetus to be an unborn child, a planned human being that God is forming from the 
moment of conception. This being the case, it doesn’t really matter what human jurisprudence says or how 
socially or politically acceptable abortion is. God’s law takes precedence. A mother who decides to abort her 
child is unilaterally making a decision to end another person’s life—and that is and always has been the 
definition of murder. 
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