
The Untold Story
In the beginning…
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Key Scripture: 
John 1:1-18 (NLT)
1 In the beginning the Word already existed. The Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He existed in 
the beginning with God. 3 God created everything 
through him, and nothing was created except through 
him. 4 The Word gave life to everything that was 
created, and his life brought light to everyone. 5 The 
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness can 
never extinguish it. 6 God sent a man, John the 
Baptist, 7 to tell about the light so that everyone might 
believe because of his testimony. 8 John himself was 
not the light; he was simply a witness to tell about the 
light. 9 The one who is the true light, who gives light to 
everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He came into 
the very world he created, but the world didn’t 
recognize him. 11 He came to his own people, and 
even they rejected him. 12 But to all who believed him 
and accepted him, he gave the right to become 
children of God. 13 They are reborn—not with a 
physical birth resulting from human passion or plan, 
but a birth that comes from God. 14 So the Word 
became human and made his home among us. He 
was full of unfailing love and faithfulness. And we have 
seen his glory, the glory of the Father’s one and only 
Son. 15 John testified about him when he shouted to 
the crowds, “This is the one I was talking about when I 
said, ‘Someone is coming after me who is far greater 
than I am, for he existed long before me.’” 16 From his 
abundance we have all received one gracious blessing 
after another. 17 For the law was given through 
Moses, but God’s unfailing love and faithfulness came 
through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God. 
But the unique One, who is himself God, is near to the 
Father’s heart. He has revealed God to us.
John 1:29-34 (NLT)
29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him 
and said, “Look! The Lamb of God who takes away the 
sin of the world! 30 He is the one I was talking about 
when I said, ‘A man is coming after me who is far 
greater than I am, for he existed long before me.’ 31 I 
did not recognize him as the Messiah, but I have been 
baptizing with water so that he might be revealed to 
Israel.” 32 Then John testified, “I saw the Holy Spirit 
descending like a dove from heaven and resting upon 
him. 33 I didn’t know he was the one, but when God 
sent me to baptize with water, he told me, ‘The one on 
whom you see the Spirit descend and rest is the one 
who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 I saw this 
happen to Jesus, so I testify that he is the Chosen One 
of God. ” 
John 1:51 (NLT)
51 Then he said, “I tell you the truth, you will all see 
heaven open and the angels of God going up and 
down on the Son of Man, the one who is the stairway 
between heaven and earth. ”

Start talking. Find a conversation starter for your group.
• How do you think people today would react to a modern version 

of John the Baptist; i.e. a street preacher, who just might be 
eating locusts.

Start thinking. Ask a question to get your group thinking.
• Read John 1:1-3.  What does this passage mean by the 

Word, or logos, as Jeff described it?  How can it be that the 
Word was God and also with God? What is the significance 
that God created everything through him, the Word?

• Read John 1:12-13.  What does it mean to believe and 
accept the one who is the Word? Why are those who 
believe given “the right to become children of God?”  What 
does it mean to be reborn of a birth that comes from God?

• Read John 1:51.  Why does Jesus refer to the vision of 
Jacob’s ladder?  Why does Jesus call himself “the Son of 
Man”?

Start sharing. Choose a question to create openness.
• Do your words have the power to inform, shape or even 

create? Do some people’s words have more power than 
others?

• Have you been reborn as a child of God?  Describe how it 
felt to be reborn, or how it feels to know you are a child of 
God.

• Jesus takes away the sin of the world.  How has Jesus 
helped to take away your sin?

• John the Baptist was a bold witness to the light.  Discuss 
your experiences as a witness; are you bold, are you 
reserved?

Start doing. Commit to a step and live it out this week.
• Take at least one opportunity this week to be a bold and 

discerning witness to the light that is found in Christ.
Start praying. Be bold and pray with power.

• Heavenly Father, thank you for sending Jesus, to bring us 
the light that reveals and to save us from the darkness.  
Please help us to be bold witnesses to the truth of your 
word, that we can be reborn into your kingdom if we believe 
in his name.  -Amen

Start digging. For further study.
• Read the 2nd page and discuss it. 



Question: "What do John 1:1,14 mean when they declare that Jesus is the Word of God?" 

Answer: The answer to this question is found by first understanding the reason why John wrote his 
gospel. We find his purpose clearly stated in John 20:30-31. “Many other signs therefore Jesus also 
performed in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; but these have been 
written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have 
life in His name.” Once we understand that John’s purpose was to introduce the readers of his gospel 
to Jesus Christ, establishing Who Jesus is (God in the flesh) and what He did, all with the sole aim of 
leading them to embrace the saving work of Christ in faith, we will be better able to understand why 
John introduces Jesus as “The Word” in John 1:1. 

By starting out his gospel stating, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God,” John is introducing Jesus with a word or a term that both his Jewish and Gentile 
readers would have been familiar with. The Greek word translated “Word” in this passage is Logos, 
and it was common in both Greek philosophy and Jewish thought of that day. For example, in the Old 
Testament the “word” of God is often personified as an instrument for the execution of God’s will 
(Psalm 33:6; 107:20; 119:89; 147:15-18). So, for his Jewish readers, by introducing Jesus as the 
“Word,” John is in a sense pointing them back to the Old Testament where the Logos or “Word” of God 
is associated with the personification of God’s revelation. And in Greek philosophy, the term Logos 
was used to describe the intermediate agency by which God created material things and 
communicated with them. In the Greek worldview, the Logos was thought of as a bridge between the 
transcendent God and the material universe. Therefore, for his Greek readers the use of the term 
Logos would have likely brought forth the idea of a mediating principle between God and the world. 

So, essentially, what John is doing by introducing Jesus as the Logos is drawing upon a familiar word 
and concept that both Jews and Gentiles of his day would have been familiar with and using that as 
the starting point from which he introduces them to Jesus Christ. But John goes beyond the familiar 
concept of Logos that his Jewish and Gentile readers would have had and presents Jesus Christ not 
as a mere mediating principle like the Greeks perceived, but as a personal being, fully divine, yet fully 
human. Also, Christ was not simply a personification of God’s revelation as the Jews thought, but was 
indeed God’s perfect revelation of Himself in the flesh, so much so that John would record Jesus’ own 
words to Philip: "Jesus said unto him, 'Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not come to 
know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; how do you say, "Show us the 
Father"?'" (John 14:9). By using the term Logos or “Word” in John 1:1, John is amplifying and applying 
a concept with which his audience was familiar and using that to introduce his readers to the true 
Logos of God in Jesus Christ, the Living Word of God, fully God and yet fully man, who came to reveal 
God to man and redeem all who believe in Him from their sin. 
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