
The Untold Story
Lazarus, Come Out!
Troy Knight

Key Scripture: 
John 11:1-10 (NLT)
1 A man named Lazarus was sick. He lived in 
Bethany with his sisters, Mary and Martha. 2 This is 
the Mary who later poured the expensive perfume 
on the Lord’s feet and wiped them with her hair. Her 
brother, Lazarus, was sick. 3 So the two sisters sent 
a message to Jesus telling him, “Lord, your dear 
friend is very sick.” 4 But when Jesus heard about it 
he said, “Lazarus’s sickness will not end in death. 
No, it happened for the glory of God so that the Son 
of God will receive glory from this.” 5 So although 
Jesus loved Martha, Mary, and Lazarus, 6 he stayed 
where he was for the next two days. 7 Finally, he 
said to his disciples, “Let’s go back to Judea.” 8 But 
his disciples objected. “Rabbi,” they said, “only a few 
days ago the people in Judea were trying to stone 
you. Are you going there again?” 9 Jesus replied 
“There are twelve hours of daylight every day. 
During the day people can walk safely. They can 
see because they have the light of this world. 10 But 
at night there is danger of stumbling because they 
have no light.”

John 11:11-25 (NLT)
11 Then he said, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen 
asleep, but now I will go and wake him up.” 12 The 
disciples said, “Lord, if he is sleeping, he will soon 
get better!” 13 They thought Jesus meant Lazarus 
was simply sleeping, but Jesus meant Lazarus had 
died. 14 So he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 
15 And for your sakes, I’m glad I wasn’t there, for 
now you will really believe. Come, let’s go see him.” 
16 Thomas, nicknamed the Twin, said to his fellow 
disciples, “Let’s go, too—and die with Jesus.
17 When Jesus arrived at Bethany, he was told that 
Lazarus had already been in his grave for four days. 
18 Bethany was only a few miles down the road 
from Jerusalem, 19 and many of the people had 
come to console Martha and Mary in their loss. 
20 When Martha got word that Jesus was coming, 
she went to meet him. But Mary stayed in the 
house. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if only you 
had been here, my brother would not have died. 
22 But even now I know that God will give you 
whatever you ask.” 23 Jesus told her, “Your brother 
will rise again.” 24 “Yes,” Martha said, “he will rise 
when everyone else rises, at the last day.” 25 Jesus 
told her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Anyone 
who believes in me will live, even after dying.

John 11:26-44

Start talking. Find a conversation starter for your group.
• Have you ever witnessed a miracle?  Did it cause you to believe 

in God or Jesus or did it simply strengthen your faith?

Start thinking. Ask a question to get your group thinking.
• Read John 11:1-10.  Why did Jesus wait where he was before 

leaving for Bethany?  What did Jesus mean by the statement 
he made in vs. 9-10?

• Read John 11:11-25.  What did Martha want Jesus to do?  
How was her faith limited?

• What did Jesus mean when he said he was the resurrection 
and the life?

• Read John 11:26-38.  Why did Jesus cry if he knew he was 
going to raise Lazarus?

• Read John 11:39-44.  What was the purpose of Jesus’ verbal 
prayer?  How did Jesus perform his miracles on earth?

Start sharing. Choose a question to create openness.
• Troy said we should practice safety (wear a seat belt when we 

drive) while at the same time never fear being killed in a car 
accident.  Discuss how this plays out in your life; i.e. exercising 
prudent caution in the absence of fear.

• Has Jesus removed the fear of death from your life?  If so, 
describe how that feels and what that means for how you live.

• Have you ever questioned God on where He has been or on His 
timing? Share your story with your group and include whether or 
not the importance of His timing became clear to you.

• Since Jesus wept, and in verses 33 and 38 was “deeply 
moved”, “groaned”, or was “angry” (depending on translation), 
what does this say about our own right to emotional reactions?

Start doing. Commit to a step and live it out this week.
• This week, identify one area of your life where you need to 

differentiate a spirit of fear from responsible actions.

Start praying. Be bold and pray with power.
• Jesus, we praise you and thank you for your lordship, and that 

we are free from the sting of death.  Please help us to remain 
faithful and encouraged as we strive to walk in the light.  -Amen

Start digging. For further study.

• Read the 2nd page and discuss it. 



Question: "What does the Bible say about fear?" 

Answer: The Bible mentions two specific types of fear. The first type is beneficial and is to be encouraged. 
The second type is a detriment and is to be overcome. The first type of fear is fear of the Lord. This type of 
fear does not necessarily mean to be afraid of something. Rather, it is a reverential awe of God, a reverence 
for His power and glory. However, it is also a proper respect for His wrath and anger. In other words, the fear 
of the Lord is a total acknowledgement of all that God is, which comes through knowing Him and His 
attributes. 

Fear of the Lord brings with it many blessings and benefits. It is the beginning of wisdom and leads to good 
understanding (Psalm 111:10). Only fools despise wisdom and discipline (Proverbs 1:7). Furthermore, fear of 
the Lord leads to life, rest, peace, and contentment (Proverbs 19:23). It is the fountain and life (Proverbs 
14:27) and provides a security and a place of safety for us (Proverbs 14:26). 

Thus, one can see how fearing God should be encouraged. However, the second type of fear mentioned in 
the Bible is not beneficial at all. This is the "spirit of fear" mentioned in 2 Timothy 1:7: "For God has not given 
us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind" (NKJV). A spirit of fearfulness and timidity 
does not come from God. 

However, sometimes we are afraid, sometimes this "spirit of fear" overcomes us, and to overcome it we need 
to trust in and love God completely. "There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear 
has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love" (1 John 4:18). No one is perfect, 
and God knows this. That is why He has liberally sprinkled encouragement against fear throughout the Bible. 
Beginning in the book of Genesis and continuing throughout the book of Revelation, God reminds us to "Fear 
not." 

For example, Isaiah 41:10 encourages us, "Do not fear, for I am with you; Do not anxiously look about you, 
for I am your God I will strengthen you, surely I will help you, Surely I will uphold you with My righteous right 
hand." Often we fear the future and what will become of us. But Jesus reminds us that God cares for the 
birds of the air, so how much more will He provide for His children? "So don't be afraid; you are worth more 
than many sparrows" (Matthew 10:31). Just these few verses cover many different types of fear. God tells us 
not to be afraid of being alone, of being too weak, of not being heard, and of lacking physical necessities. 
These admonishments continue throughout the Bible, covering the many different aspects of the "spirit of 
fear." 

In Psalm 56:11 the psalmist writes, "In God I trust; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?" This is an 
awesome testimony to the power of trusting in God. Regardless of what happens, the psalmist will trust in 
God because he knows and understands the power of God. The key to overcoming fear, then, is total and 
complete trust in God. Trusting God is a refusal to give in to fear. It is a turning to God even in the darkest 
times and trusting Him to make things right. This trust comes from knowing God and knowing that He is 
good. As Job said when he was experiencing some of the most difficult trials recorded in the Bible, "Though 
he slay me, yet will I trust in him" (Job 13:15 NKJV). 

Once we have learned to put our trust in God, we will no longer be afraid of the things that come against us. 
We will be like the psalmist who said with confidence ""let all who take refuge in you be glad; let them ever 
sing for joy. Spread your protection over them, that those who love your name may rejoice in you" (Psalm 
5:11). 
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