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Key Scripture: 

1 Samuel 15:3 (NLT)
 3 Now go and completely destroy the 
entire Amalekite nation-men, women, 
children, babies, cattle, sheep, goats, 
camels, and donkeys."

1 Samuel 15:9-11a (NLT)
9 Saul and his men spared Agag's life 
and kept the best of the sheep and goats, 
the cattle, the fat calves, and the lambs-
everything, in fact, that appealed to them. 
They destroyed only what was worthless 
or of poor quality.
10 Then the Lord said to Samuel, 11 "I 
am sorry that I ever made Saul king, for 
he has not been loyal to me and has 
refused to obey my command."

1 Samuel 15:12-15 (NLT)
12 Early the next morning Samuel went 
to find Saul. Someone told him, "Saul 
went to the town of Carmel to set up a 
monument to himself; then he went on to 
Gilgal." 13 When Samuel finally found 
him, Saul greeted him cheerfully. "May 
the Lord bless you," he said. "I have 
carried out the Lord 's command!” 
14 "Then what is all the bleating of sheep 
and goats and the lowing of cattle I 
hear?" Samuel demanded. 15 "It's true 
that the army spared the best of the 
sheep, goats, and cattle," Saul admitted. 
"But they are going to sacrifice them to 
the Lord your God. We have destroyed 
everything else."

1 Samuel 15:22 (NLT)
 22 But Samuel replied, "What is more 
pleasing to the Lord : your burnt offerings 
and sacrifices or your obedience to his 
voice? Listen! Obedience is better than 
sacrifice, and submission is better than 
offering the fat of rams. 

Start talking. Find a conversation starter for your group.
• Clay opened his message by asking about our pets, specifically 

frustrations with pet training. How can you relate to his frustrations 
with obedience training for pets?

Start sharing. These questions are to help get your group thinking and to 
create openness.

• Read 1 Samuel 15:3, and 1 Samuel 15:9-11a.  What do these 
verses say about God’s standards of obedience?  God’s command 
was clear, but in what ways was it difficult for Saul to follow?

•  Read 1 Samuel 15:12-15. What was Saul’s take on his obedience 
to God’s command? Have you ever played the justification game? 
How did that turn out?  How did it make you feel?

• Where do you think most people fall on the obedience spectrum? 
Can you think of legitimate reasons for some acts of disobedience? 
As a Christ follower, how would you rate your obedience? Do you 
think God would agree? Why or why not?

• Read 1 Samuel 15:22. What was Samuel’s response to Saul’s 
obedience and justification? Samuel was a prophet of the Lord. 
Whose response was he really stating?  Does partial obedience 
count as obedience?

• “Obedience is better than sacrifice.” What does that mean to us 
today, and here? We haven’t been called to take out the Amalekites, 
but if we have surrendered to the Lordship of Christ, we’ve been 
called to turn away from the sin in our lives. How is that done?

• Read Acts 2:38. What is the sequence of the events in this verse? 
Have you been baptized since believing in and surrendering to the 
lordship of Christ? Why or why not? Where does that put you in 
terms of Obedience?

• What’s your baptism story?

Start doing. Commit to a step and live it out this week.
• This week, talk with at least one person about baptism; either your 

own baptism, or his or hers.  If baptism is the next step for either of 
you, then be obedient and make a plan to get it done!

Start praying. Be bold and pray with power.
• Pray that those in your group who are Christ followers are obedient 

to Him, including baptism.  And that God helps them to let go of 
anything holding them back from being more obedient.

Acts 2:38 (NLT)
38 Peter replied, "Each of you must repent of your sins and turn to God, and 
be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. 
Then you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 



Question: "Does the Bible teach believer's baptism/credobaptism?" 

Answer: Baptism has been a topic of debate within Christian circles for many years. In fact, it was already an 
issue in the early church. Paul addressed it in 1 Corinthians 1:13–16. The Corinthians were boasting about 
which apostle had baptized them, arguing about whose baptism was better. Paul rebuked them for their 
sectarianism and concluded with, “Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel.” From this 
statement it is clear that there is a marked difference between receiving the gospel and the act of baptism. 
They are linked but are not the same in importance. 
 According to the bulk of Scripture, water baptism is an important first step in following Jesus as Lord. 
Jesus was baptized (Matthew 3:16; Luke 3:21) and told those who professed His name to follow His example 
as evidence that their hearts had changed (Acts 8:16; 19:5). Believer’s baptism is the act by which a believer 
in Jesus Christ chooses to be baptized in order to give testimony of his faith. Believer’s baptism is also called 
“credobaptism,” a term that comes from the Latin word for “creed,” indicating that baptism is a symbol of a 
person’s adopting a certain doctrine or creed. 
 Believer’s baptism is clearly taught in Acts 2. In this chapter, Peter is preaching the gospel message on 
the Day of Pentecost in Jerusalem. In the power of the Holy Spirit, Peter boldly proclaims Jesus’ death and 
resurrection and commands the crowd to repent and believe in Christ (Acts 2:36, 38). The response to Peter’s 
gospel presentation is recorded in verse 41: “Those who accepted his message were baptized.” Note the order 
of events—they accepted the message (the gospel of Christ), and then they were baptized. Only those who 
believed were baptized. We see the same order in Acts 16, when the Philippian jailer and his family are saved. 
They believe, and then they are baptized (Acts 16:29–34). The practice of the apostles was to baptize 
believers, not unbelievers. 
 Believer’s baptism is distinguished from infant baptism in that an infant, who has no understanding of 
the gospel, cannot be a “believer” in Christ. Believer’s baptism involves a person hearing the gospel, accepting 
Christ as Savior, and choosing to be baptized. It is his or her choice. In infant baptism, the choice is made by 
someone else, not the child being baptized. Those who baptize infants often teach that water baptism is the 
means by which the Holy Spirit is imparted to an individual. They base this idea primarily upon Peter’s words in 
Acts 2:38: “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your 
sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” Those who hold this doctrine believe that the act of 
baptizing an infant sets the child apart and secures salvation. Nowhere in Scripture is the practice of infant 
baptism even implied. Some point to the few references of the apostles baptizing “households” (Acts 11:14; 
16:15, 33), with the assumption that the households included infants, but this is going beyond what the text 
says. 
 In the New Testament, baptism by water was the natural result of saving faith and commitment to Jesus 
as Savior and Lord (Acts 2:42; 8:35–37). Since infants and small children cannot make an informed decision to 
profess Jesus as Lord, their baptism has no spiritual significance. If infant baptism made a baby right with God, 
then only children whose parents desired it would be “saved.” Those who did not have believing parents would 
be condemned as infants, an idea with no biblical foundation. Scripture is clear that God judges the heart of 
every person and judges or rewards each based on the decisions made by that individual, not by his or her 
parents (Romans 2:5–6, Jeremiah 17:10; Matthew 16:27; 2 Corinthians 5:10). 
 Others teach that water baptism is a requirement for salvation, equal to repentance and confession of 
Jesus as Lord (Romans 10:8–9). While biblical examples show that baptism usually immediately followed 
conversion, nowhere did Jesus teach that baptism would save anyone. At the Last Supper, He said, “This is 
my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins” (Matthew 26:28). Faith in 
the power of His shed blood is all that is required to make guilty sinners right with God. Romans 5:8–9 says, 
“But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Since we 
have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God’s wrath through him!” 
 If baptism were required for entrance into eternal life, then Jesus was wrong to say to the thief on the 
cross, “Today you will be with me in Paradise” (Luke 23:43). The thief had no opportunity to be baptized before 
facing God. He was declared righteous because he placed his faith in what the Son of God was doing on his 
behalf (John 3:16; Romans 5:1; Galatians 5:4). Galatians 2:16 clarifies the fact that nothing we do can add or 
take away from the finished work of Christ on our behalf, including baptism: “A man is not justified by the works 
of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we may be justified 
by faith in Christ and not by the works of the Law; since by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified.” 
 Water baptism is an important first step of obedience in following Christ. Believers should be baptized. 
But, baptism is the result of salvation not a contributor to it. 
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